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Annual Meeting

Thursday May 18, 2017

New York Wine & Culinary Center
800 South Main Street, Canandaigua, NY

5:30 Registration/Conversation
Display of Student Art Work

6:30 Student Entertainment

6:45 Dinner

7:30 Annual Business Meeting

8:45 Guest Speaker Regent Wade Norwood
New York State Board of Regents

Please make your reservations no later than Thursday 5/11/17
Go on line to register at: www.fourcountysba.org
click on programs and events

Spouses/Guests are welcome & invited to attend at board member’s expense.

Thank You To Our Annual Meeting Sponsors:

ENGINEERS
Day AeTecT

A WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST AS YOUR VOTERS

7 S
% GO TO THE POLLS S

AND SUCCESS TO THOSE SEEKING RE-ELECTION

Presidents Message

You asked and we listened...

I have heard from several board members who are concerned about
the cost of meals at this year's annual meeting. I am pleased to
announce that we have corporate sponsor money that we will use
to offset 810 of the costs of this year's annual meeting meals. 1
hope this makes it possible for all of you to attend. [ would like to
support Regent Norwood, who always brings us insightful
information on education and what the Regents, as a group, are
thinking. Most important, though, the annual meeting is an
opportunity to recharge our batteries, strengthen each other and
our advocacy of children.

I look forward to seeing you there!




(315) 332-7294 Fax:(315) 332-7380
Web Site: www.fourcountysba.org
E-mail: 4countysba@edutech.org

Beth Thomas
President

Robin Johnson
1st Vice President

Caroline Nevil
2nd Vice President

Kathy Guenther
Past President

Heather Zellers
Legislative
Committee Chair

Chuck Rothfuss
Appointed
Representative

Jeanne Durfee
Appointed
Representative

Russ Harris
Appointed
Representative

Sharon A.
Sweeney
Executive Director

Sue Wyatt
Administrative
Assistant

FROM YOUR AREA DIRECTOR

It is spring and that means school budget development time. In our districts we have all
been working very hard on this very important responsibility. The budget the legislature
adopted offered many districts a bit more than the governor’s Executive Budget proposal.
I am hopeful for success on all of our budgets on May 16.

I will be accompanying NYSSBA Executive Director Tim Kremer to the annual meeting
of the Four County School Boards Association in Canandaigua on May 18. A special
presentation will be made to Seneca Falls School Board member Heather Zellers, who is
the 2017 recipient of the NYSSBA Champion for Change Award. The Champion for
Change Award is presented annually to a current school board member who should be
recognized for innovative and ethical leadership that has brought about ground-breaking
improvements in school district programs and operations. Ms. Zellers is in her first term
on the Seneca Falls School Board. Congratulations Heather and thank you for your
dedication on behalf of the children.

To all of you, as school board members, your commitment and dedication to your
communities and, more importantly, the children, through your volunteer service, is
incredible and admirable. Thank you for serving and advocating for our kids who are
our future! And again, as I stated above, I wish you all success on your budget votes.

; T e

NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTS SLATE OF OFFICERS

Chaired by Past President Kathy Guenther (Penn Yan), the Nominating Committee
has identified the Slate of Officers for 2017-2018. Kathy and Committee members
Josie Guard (Geneva), Phyllis Frantel (Marcus Whitman), and Kim Skellie
(Phelps-Chifton Springs) place the following Slate in Nomination:

2017 - 2018 Slate of Officers

President Beth Thomas (Canandaigua)
Ist Vice President  Robin Johnson (Penn Yan)
2nd Vice President Russell Harris (Newark)
Past President Kathy Guenther (Penn Yan)

The election will be held during the Business Meeting at the Annual Dinner
on May 18, 2017. Nominations will also be taken from the floor.

THANK YOU CAROLINE NEVILE

After 5 years of providing leadership for the Association,
Caroline Nevil (Bloomfield) will, regretfully, step aside.
Caroline has served as Legislative Committee Vice-Chair,
Chair, and Second Vice President. She cites the needs of her
young family, with a husband who travels often, as the cause
for her decision. Caroline vows to remain active with Four
County by attending meetings and events but is unable to
sustain the additional commitment to the Steering Committee
that an officer position requires. Caroline’s steady, insightful
contributions, and positive personality will be missed.
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Hello from the By-Laws Committee,

Jeanne Durfee—Chair (Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES/FCSBA Steering Committee)
Beth Thomas (Canandaigua/FCSBA President)

Ellen Hughes (Waterloo),

Joe McNamara (Seneca Falls/Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES)

Mary Evans (Marcus Whitman) \ N\
Pam Nakoski (Bloomfield) \
Terrie Meyn (Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES)

The By-laws Committee and staff have been hard at work this year reviewing the current by-laws and
policies. Committee members Jeanne Durfee, Ellen Hughes, Joe McNamara, Terrie Meyn and
Beth Tomas presented the by-laws recommendations to the Board of Directors on April 27. After a
healthy debate and a few changes the Board of Directors approved the by-laws. They will now be sent
to the full membership for your vote. Keep your eyes open, within the next couple of weeks the office
will be sending via email a copy of the recommended by-laws for your approval at a Special Meeting in
the fall. Please take the time this summer to review the recommendations. Maybe a cold glass of ice
tea while lying in a hammock will make the reading a little more pleasant. The Committee continues its
charge and will now begin reviewing old policies and writing new policies. The goal of the Committee is
to work through the summer so the association can start the New Year with up to date by-laws and
policies.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual Meeting and in the fall. I hope your summer adds to
your bank of memories and is safe and well.

Thank you,
ﬂ(&/nm Qjmﬁe

By-Laws Chair

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT
By
Heather Zeller
Legislative Committee Chair

As we close in on our budget votes, we have the attention of our community
members and business leaders. Capitalize on this opportunity! Now is the perfect
time to engage your community and continue the conversation around public
education. We need their help in achieving our goal of creating a clear focus on public
education. Our state and federal legislators need to hear our districts’ stories from all
stakeholders, educational leaders and constituents alike. Our voices are more powerful
together.
The Legislative Committee will be using the summer to really focus on non-budgetary
educational issues in the region. We are scheduling meetings with State and Federal
legislators, if your district has specific information that you would like us to share
please do not hesitate to email. We are here to tell your story!

FOUR COUNTY ONLINE

Have you visited the Four County website lately? Administrative Assistant
Sue Wyatt has worked hard to make it a valuable resource for members. From the
“members-only section”, to the comprehensive contact information for the area’s
legislative representation, and the link for event registration, it has been updated.
You are now able to register for events, get directions and see meeting notices. If
you have pictures, notices, or information you would like to share please send
them to me. Check us out: www.foucountysba.org.

Thank you to Greg Zellers, husband of Heather Zellers (Seneca Falls), for helping
Four County initiate a Facebook page. Please “Like” us and follow posts of
interest. You can find the link on the home page of our website. n
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The New York State Association of School Business Officials (NYSASBO)
has published a report on 17-18 budgets that have been approved by
Boards of Education statewide. That report is available at:

https://www.nysasbo.org/uploads/reports/1493841632 2017-18%20Property%20Tax%20Report%20Card.pdf

TEACHERS WHO
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ANNUAL GET-ACQUAINTED EVENING PLANNED

Once again, Four County will host a Get-Acquainted evening for those newly
elected to their school boards on May 16. Board Presidents (or a designee) and
Superintendents are invited to come along with these new members of your
governance teams. The purpose for the event is to meet the newest members of
area school boards — both those who are members and those who are not — and
help orient them to the first weeks of their new responsibilities. The program
will offer insights from a board member completing one year of service, as well
as “words of wisdom” from the experienced members and superintendents. They
will also receive information about the available opportunities to complete their
mandatory governance and fiscal trainings. See details below and encourage
your new members to join us. It is a great opportunity to begin to get to know
one another.

GET-ACQUAINTED EVENING
For
ALL NEW (AND NEARLY NEW)
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

Monday, June 19, 2017

Registration and Conversation — 5:45
Dinner — 6:15
Program — 6:45

All school board members elected/appointed on May 16 or during the
past year are invited to attend. Board Presidents (or your designee)
and Superintendents are invited to come along.

PLEASE REACH OUT
ENCOURAGE YOUR NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN US!
(A welcome letter and invitation will be sent to each newly elected member
immediately after the election.)
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016-2017 BUSINESS SPONSORS

Thanks to the following businesses for their generous support of Association

programs, projects and publications through financial contributions and/or program

participation throughout 2016-2017:

C& S Companies (Facts & Figures, Upstate/Downstate Hospitality Suite, Annual Meeting)
Campus Construction Management (Facts & Figures)
Clark Patterson Lee (Facts & Figures)
Club 86 Party House (Facts & Figures)
Day Automation (Facts & Figures, Annual Meeting)
The Ferrara Firm (Facts & Figures, New Board Orientation)
Finger Lakes Community College (Facts & Figures)
Freed, Maxick, & Battaglia, CPA, P.C. (Fiscal Training)
H&R Block (Facts & Figures)

Harris Beach, LLP (Facts & Figures, Prospective Board Seminar)
Hunt Engineers, Architects Surveyors (Facts & Figures, General Membership Meeting,
Annual Meeting)

LaBella Associates, PC (Facts & Figures)

Leonard Bus Sales, Inc. (Facts & Figures)

Mach Architecture (Facts and Figures)

Monroe Community College (Facts & Figures)

Moore Printing Co., Inc. (Facts & Figures)

New York Schools Insurance Reciprocal (NYSIR) (Facts & Figures)
Reliant Community Credit Union (Facts & Figures)

St. John Fisher College (Facts & Figures)

Turner Construction (Facts & Figures)

Raymond F. Wager, CPA, P. C. (Facts & Figures, Fiscal Training)

Wegmans (Facts & Figures)

Calendar of Events

May 18, 2017
Four County SBA - Annual Dinner

May 20, 2017
Summit: Your Role in Addressing the Growing Mental Health
Crisis Among Students - Latham

June 19, 2017
Four County SBA - Get Acquainted Evening

June 28, 2017
NYSSBA Reception for Area 2 Board Members—Rochester

July 14-15, 2017
NYSSBA New Board Orientation - Buffalo

July 20, 2017
NYSSBA Summer Law Conference - Rochester

August 11, 2017
NYSSBA Board of Officers Academy- Rochester

NYSSBA NEWS
The Resolutions Kit in preparation for the October 2017 Business Meeting
is available. If your board would like to submit a resolution, the deadline
is July 10, 2017. Please refer to the Kit on the NYSSBA website for more
details.
http://www.nyssba.org/clientuploads/nyssba_pdf/gr/res-kit-04242017.pdf
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