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Rural Schools Association Summer Conference

1 hope you are all enjoying a terrific summer, and
enjoying the opportunity to recharge your
batteries as we prepare for the 2023-2024 school
year!

1 recently returned from the Rural Schools
Association Summer Conference, which was held
at the Otesaga Resort in Cooperstown, New York.
True to form, David Little, Esq., and his
colleagues at RSA provided another outstanding
conference that was both educational and
enjoyable! Kathleen McCabe was the Keynote
speaker for the Monday morning program, and
provided a really interesting and enjoyable
presentation on trade careers and education.

There were several great options for breakout
session topics and presentations each day of the
conference. On Monday, 1 attended the
‘presentation by Bloomfield Central School
‘Superintendent Andy Doell on “Getting,
‘keeping, and growing your staff: Best Practices
in HR.” The room was full (standing room only!)
for Superintendent Doell’s presentation, and for
a good reason, as it was very interesting and
‘informative. The next session 1 attended was
called “What’s your school district’'s DNA?
School Culture and its impact.” This was a really
interesting and informative session about
‘building your school culture from the ground
up, and how branding can directly influence
teacher recruitment, Dr. Taweepon Farrar and
her colleagues from West Valley Central School
did a really nice job with this presentation. The
third session 1 attended on Monday was called
“Generating & using rural evidence through rural
research networks,” presented by Kellie Solowski,
Sr. Research Program Manager at the National
Center for Rural Education Research Network.

The session outlined core components of the
continuous improvement process, and was very
informative. The Keynote speaker for Monday
afternoon was Dr. Jason Andrews, Superintendent
at Windsor Central School. Dr. Andrews
described the impressive rise in student
achievement at Windsor, which has resulted in
numerous distinctions and accolades.

Following a very busy and interesting day 1 at the
conference, day 2 on Tuesday did not disappoint!
Our Keynote speaker for Tuesday morning was
Tom Murray, the Director of Innovation for
Future Read Schools in Washington, D.C. Tom is
a really interesting and engaging speaker, and 1
really enjoyed his presentation. The breakout
sessions on Tuesday were great as well. Among
the choices to attend on Tuesday was the “NYS
Blue-Ribbon Commission on Graduations
Measures, presented by Catie Huber, ONC
BOCES.

Kudos to David Little and all of his colleagues at
the Rural Schools Association for delivering yet
another outstanding summer conference for rural
schools educators! We are looking forward to
partnering once again with David and the RSA for
our Second Annual Spring Conference, which will
be held at the Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES
Conference Center on March 22, 2024. More
information about our Second Annual Spring
Conference will be provided soon!
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