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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

Happy to be your new President, I am very proud of the busy and informative fall we 

have had! Our first general membership meeting welcomed David Little and Julie 

Marlette to discuss the most current legislative issues with Bill Buchko, chair of our 

Legislative Committee, moderating. I am glad many of you found that meeting as 

helpful as I did! Jay Worona came from NYSSBA to present our second general 

membership meeting. He shared new legislation and court cases that affect school 

districts. He also had a great handout! I look forward to our January, “What Works” 

meeting, where, if the weather cooperates, we will share innovative ideas from  

districts within Four County. We also hope to highlight a student group.  
 

Our Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee met to begin the process of reviewing the bylaws, 

with the hope of making them more current,  

represent best practices, and align with our recently  

revised mission, vision and goals. The Legislative Committee has been hard at work, 

while the rest of us were snug at home on Saturday mornings, to define our  

legislative goals. I am happy to announce that Heather Zellers has agreed to  

accept the position of Vice-Chair of the Legislative Committee. I know we will all 

benefit from Heather’s knowledge and enthusiasm!  
 

In this season of thanks, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the  

members of Four County who serve on the Steering Committee, Board of  

Directors, Bylaws, Audit and Legislative Committees. They selflessly add  

meetings to their already busy schedule to make Four County a relevant  

resource for all board members. Please know that I am always available and  

interested to hear how Four County can help you in your quest to be the best board 

member you can be. 
 

See you in January, 
 

 

FOUR COUNTY WEBSITE ADDS “MEMBERS ONLY” PORTAL 

The newly reconstructed Four County website has now included a “members only” 

log in protected section on the website. Log in and create your password and 

then consider how we might best take advantage of the opportunity to  

communicate and share information between and among members.  

 http:www.fourcountysba.org Page 1 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

Tuesday January 24, 2017 
Club 86 

5:30 Registration    
 5:45 JOINT BOD/Legislative Committee Meeting 

6:45 Dinner  -  7:30 Program 
 

“What Works” 
 

Featuring  
“Students as Tech Support: 

 Starting Student Run Tech Support Help Desks” 
 

Bloomfield CSD & Honeoye CSD 
& 

“Personalized Education”  
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES 

 

Join us for what promises to be a very knowledgeable, engaging presentation!  
Make sure your board is represented for the BOD/Leg.Com. Meeting. 

Beth 

bp[1].htm



 

 

(315) 332-7294  Fax:(315) 332-7380 
Web Site: www.fourcountysba.org    
E-mail: 4countysba@edutech.org 

 

Beth Thomas 
President 

 
Robin Johnson 

1st Vice President 
 

Caroline Nevil 
2nd Vice President 

 
Kathy Guenther 
Past President 

 
Bill Buchko 
Legislative  

Committee Chair 
 

Heather Zellers 
Legislative  
Committee 
Vice Chair 

 
Chuck Rothfuss 

Appointed 
Representative 

 
Jeanne Durfee 

Appointed 
Representative 

 
Russ Harris 
Appointed  

Representative 
 

Sharon A. 
Sweeney 

Executive Director 
 

Sue Wyatt 
Administrative  

  

December 

2016 

 

Welcome Williamson 
 
Four County members are so happy to welcome the members of the  
Williamson Board of Education back to membership! We look forward to  
their participation in Four County events and programs. The newest  
members of Four County are:   

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for adding to the strength of our collective voice and to new  
opportunities to share concerns and learn from one another.  

 

 

 

 

       FROM YOUR AREA DIRECTOR 

 
 

I want to thank each of you who were able to attend the State Conference in Buf-

falo at the end of October: I hope you found the conference informative and ben-

eficial. 
 

As you read Executive Director Tim Kremer’s message in the December issue of 

OnBoard, NYSSBA will be keeping its eyes and ears open. We expect some 

changes for public education in the county and the state with the  

changes of leadership in Washington. In your districts, if you have questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact the NYSSBA offices.  
 

 

At this time of year, I reflect on my family and the blessings I have enjoyed. My 

wife, daughters, and grandchildren are blessings to me. My opportunities for 

gainful employment have always been appreciated. I am thankful for my  

community and the opportunities I have had to serve it, especially the children  

in my 17 years of school board service. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your service for all the children within your school districts. You 

might not hear it often enough, but you are appreciated for the difficult  

decisions you make every day on their behalf. I wish you and your families a 

joyous, peaceful holiday season and look forward to our opportunities to  

continue the good work together for the children of our region and public  

education across the state. 
 

Rodney   

THANK YOU TO C&S COMPANIES 
 

 

FOR ONCE AGAIN UNDERWRITING THE COST  
TO THE UPSTATE/DOWNSTATE HOSPITALITY SUITE 

AT THE NYSSBA CONVENTION 
 

Caroline Jackson (President) 

Monica Farnaays 

Robert Wendler 

Angela DeFisher (Vice President) 

Jamie Sonneville 

Greg Macaluso (Superintendent) and 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE SCHEDULE—2017 
 

Position Paper Workshop #6 
Saturday, January 21, 2017  

8:00—11:00 a.m. 
Four County Office and Meeting Room 

Maple Building  
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES 

Newark, New York 
 

AND 
  

Joint Legislative Committee/Board of Directors Meeting 
5:45  January 24, 2017  

 (prior to the General Membership Meeting) 
The Club 86 

Geneva, New York 

 NYSSBA CAPITAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED 
 

The New York State School Boards Association has scheduled their Capital  

Conference and Lobby Day for February 12-13, 2017. Four County will again assist 

with coordination of carpooling and room sharing for any interested members. 

The Association office will also make appointments with area  

legislators. Please join your colleagues from around the state to let state  

legislators know how their actions impact the school districts, and thus the  

children and communities they represent!! Registration for the event can be 

found at: 
 

http://www.nyssba.org/events/2017/02/12/law-conferences/the-2017-capital-conference/2218/ 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE CONTINUES WORK ON ADVOCACY AGENDA 
 

Representatives from the Four County Legislative Committee have now met 
for 5 Saturday mornings in the effort to craft the Association’s  
Advocacy agenda and consider activities for the coming legislative  
sessions. Facilitated by Committee Chair Bill Buchko (Gananda), with able 
assistance from newly appointed Vice Chair Heather Zellers (Seneca Falls), 
the group has revised the State and Federal Papers and considered the  
priority issues for 2017. At the top of the list are the Foundation Aid  
formula and the tax cap. The group will continue their work in January.  
See details below.  

 FOUR COUNTY TO BE REPRESENTED AT NATIONAL ADVOCACY INSTITUTE 
 

The National School Boards Association will again hold their National Advocacy  

Institute (NAI) in Washington, DC. Four County will be represented by Legislative 

Committee Vice-Chair Heather Zellers (Seneca Falls) and Executive Director Sharon 

Sweeney. In addition to sessions to brief attendees on the Federal advocacy agenda, 

the group will hear from renowned Presidential Scholar and commentator Doris 

Kearns Goodwin, and meet with their members of Congress. The event will be held 

January 29-31, 2017, and is open to all school board members. Information can be 

found at: 
https:nf.nsba.org/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=LoginRequired&expires=yes&Site=NSB 
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ASSOCIATION BYLAWS/POLICY REVIEW BEGINS 
 

The periodic review of Four County’s governing documents is underway. An Ad Hoc  

Committee, chaired by Past Association President and Steering Committee Member 

Jeanne Durfee (Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES) held their first meeting to assume 

their charge and begin consideration of the Bylaws. Other members of the  

Committee are Mary Evans (Marcus Whitman), Ellen Hughes (Waterloo),  

Ed Magin (North Rose Wolcott), Joe McNamara (Seneca Falls/Wayne-Finger 

Lakes BOCES), Terrie Meyn (Wayne–Finger Lakes BOCES),  

Pam Nakoski (Bloomfield), and Beth Thomas (FCSBA President/Canandaigua). 

Please contact any of these Committee members if you have any questions or  

comments about the scope of their work. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBER PRESIDENTS AND  

VICE PRESIDENTS GATHER 
 

An enthusiastic group of Four County Presidents and Vice Presidents 

gathered in the Association Meeting Room to talk about many of the 

topics that concern board leadership. Finding the opportunity to  

support and assist one another with their leadership responsibilities a 

worthwhile use of their time, the group has agreed to come together 

by-monthly throughout the year. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO MEET 
 

The Annual Joint Meeting of the Board of Directors and the  

Legislative Committee will be held on January 24, 2017 in  

Geneva, NY. The groups will gather prior to the General  

Membership Meeting to finalize and adopt the Four County  

Legislative agenda for 2017. Other business for the evening will 

consider budget and dues parameters for 17-18, the  

16-17 Audit Committee Report, and programming for the  

remainder of the 16-17 year. Make sure your board is represented! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR   -   2017 

 

Legislative Position Paper—January 21 
General Membership Meeting—January 24 
Joint BOD/Legislative Committee Meeting—January 24 
NSBA NAI Conference, Washington, DC—January 29-31 
 

Fiscal Training—February 4 
NYSSBA CAP Conference—February 12-13 
 

General Membership—March 21 
NSBA Conference, Denver—March 24-27 
 

FCSBA Prospective Board Seminar—April 1 
BOCES Annual Meeting—April 3 
 

Budget Votes/Elections—May 16 
Annual Meeting—May 18 
 

Newly Elected Members  
Get Acquainted Evening—June 19 


