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School libraries then… 



School libraries NOW… 

Image source: https://www.disruptivelibrarian.com/2023/04/12/659/

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eilZJp3_h8

Mynderse Academy, Seneca Falls CSD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eilZJp3_h8
https://www.disruptivelibrarian.com/2023/04/12/659/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eilZJp3_h8


https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nysed-school-library-program-rubric

https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nysed-school-library-program-rubric




Media Literacy Lessons
@ Penn Yan Academy

“Little Libraries”
@ Geneva West St

Steve Sheinkin 
@ Victor Jr High



Library Love Tour
@ W-FL BOCES

“My Friends Closet” 
@ Red Jacket MS/HS

Reinventing Spaces
@ Newark CSD

https://www.redjacket.org/apps/news/article/1830643
https://5il.co/20hcz


Facing Book Challenges
@Clyde-Savannah CSD

Teen Advisory Group
@ Pal-Mac Middle School

Family Engagement
@ Sodus Elementary



BOOK CHALLENGE vs. Book Ban
“A challenge is an attempt to remove 

or restrict materials, based upon the 

objections of a person or group.  A 

banning is the removal of those 

materials.  Challenges do not simply 

involve a person expressing a point 

of view; rather, they are an attempt 

to remove material from the 

curriculum or library, thereby 

restricting the access of others”

-American Library Association



School libraries: a New political landscape

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/30/

books/book-ban-us-schools.htm l

“Challenges to books about sexual and racial 
identity are nothing new in American schools, but 

the tactics and politicization are”

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/30/books/book-ban-us-schools.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/30/books/book-ban-us-schools.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/30/books/book-ban-us-schools.html


National BOOK Ban data

Banned in the USA: The Growing Movement to Censor Books in Schools, PEN America, September 2022 

https://pen.org/report/banned-usa-growing-movement-to-censor-books-in-schools/

https://pen.org/report/banned-usa-growing-movement-to-censor-books-in-schools/


TYPES OF BOOK CHALLENGES

● Informal complaint:

○ Community members are complaining but no formal 

action is triggered

● Formal challenge:

○ A challenge has been made using the district's 

formal policy

● Education Commissioner complaint:

○ Formal challenge, after decision per district 

policy



310 appeals 

https://www.counsel.nysed.gov/appeals/selectlaw

https://www.counsel.nysed.gov/appeals/selectlaw


Library book challenges In the W-FL REGION



hOW CAN districts SUPPORT 
Their SCHOOL LIBRARIES??



Get to know your library POLICIES & PROTOCOLS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qALCaEmQ4uzitfuRPSm-NlNI5DeIXS76ustKOF2rpwA/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qALCaEmQ4uzitfuRPSm-NlNI5DeIXS76ustKOF2rpwA/edit?usp=sharing


Get to know RELEVANT LAW 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/island-trees-school-district-v-pico-1982

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/island-trees-school-district-v-pico-1982
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/island-trees-school-district-v-pico-1982


Get to know legal advice

https://wnylrc.org/raq/dos-and-donts-addressing-school-library-censorship

https://wnylrc.org/raq/dos-and-donts-addressing-school-library-censorship


Get to know your library collections

https://www.smore.com/xdgau

https://www.smore.com/xdgau


Get to know your library SPACES

https://www.newarkcsd.org/article/1182576

https://www.newarkcsd.org/article/1182576
https://www.newarkcsd.org/article/1182576


Get to know your school librarians!



“The more we understand 
about our libraries, the better 

we can support them”
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