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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE .V&

[ can’t believe the time has come to say goodbye to Sharon. This year has gone |
faster than I could have imagined. I believe we have done a good job of making E‘
her last month’s memorable. We had a very lively prospective board member
discussion on a Saturday in April. Our annual meeting was early this year so we F
could enjoy hearing from the first female 3 Star General Carol Mutter of the US
Marine Corps, who was in town for the Right to Run Race in Seneca Falls. Thank -
you to Heather Zellers for arranging for her to speak. Many of us enjoyed Sharon’s
retirement party at the Gould Hotel It was extra special to see and meet so many people
with past ties to Sharon and Four County. Special thank you to David Little who served
as a master of ceremonies for the evening. Finally, we had a very well attended New
Board Member - Get Acquainted evening on the 18t of June. I look forward to getting to
know the many new members in our area.

While it is always hard to say goodbye, we are very fortunate to be able to welcome

Tom Nespeca as the Director of Four County starting July 9th. I know we will all enjoy
getting to know him! I hope you are all able to enjoy a relaxing summer and find time to
unwind. [look forward to working together this fall and trying to schedule activities
that will be of value to you. Please feel free to contact me if you have any suggestions for
topics, programs or speakers of interest to you.

Beth

PARTING THOUGHTS

[ never could have imagined when, as a brand new board member, the President of
the Palmyra-Macedon BOE appointed me as their representative to the Four County
Legislative Committee, that it would be the beginning of a 35 year relationship. That is
what will come to an end on June 30 - with 23+ years as the Director and the previous
12 as an active member.

When I was hired in 1994 there was some conversation about how long [ would hold
the position - I remember mentioning 10 years. (The woman before me, due to family
circumstances, was only with the organization for 1% years. They certainly wanted me
to stay longer than that.) Neither they, nor I, ever imagined it would turn in to a 23+
year career!

Some would say, myself included, that I stayed too long! But, there is something about
school board service, and working with school board members - it becomes like an
addiction! Sometimes it comes as a bitter tonic, but more often than not - as a
rewarding elixir.

Life-long friendships have grown from the relationships with members, with colleagues
from other associations, and from our business contacts. [ have always said that
working with school board members brings one in contact with the nicest people. They
are, for the most part, big-hearted, well-intentioned, community-minded, enjoyable
folks.

And so - [ want to say THANK YOU - for a wonderful opportunity to work with and for
the current and all the past members of this important organization. [ have had the
pleasure to be the director for more than half of its life , we celebrated the 44th Annual
Meeting this year.

May you continue to serve the boards and board members, the students, and
communities in this Four County area well into the future. The need has never been
greater to bring leaders together for the continued success and improvement of public
education. I know I leave it in the capable hands of the current leadership and Tom.

Continued Success and Thank you all!!!!

Sharon
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FOUR COUNTY PROVIDES MANDATORY NEW BOARD MEMBER TRAINING

The State of New York requires all newly elected board members to complete 12 hours of training,
6 on Governance and 6 on Fiscal Responsibility. Four County will once again provide both.
Please encourage your new members to complete these courses in person with the Association.

GOVERNANCE
Saturday, September 8, 2018
&
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
Saturday, February 2, 2019

Both will be held in the Four County Meeting Room
Maple Building
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES
Regional Support Center in Newark, NY

Flyer with details available on our website - Click on Date under Current Events
www.fourcountysba.org

THANK YOU & FAREWELL

To All Four County Members who completed board service this year:
We thank you for your commitment to our children,
to your communities, and to public education!
Tom Reho — Canandaigua
Ralph Undercoffler — Canandaigua
Wendy Gibson — Dundee
Laurie Richer — Dundee
Patrick Freivald — Honeoye
Eric Schaertl — Manchester-Shortsville
Benjamin Wickham — Marcus Whitman
Susie Earl — Newark
Tom Ledbetter — Newark
Loni Terpolilli — Penn Yan
Liz Warren — Penn Yan
Sara Bruzee — Phelps-Clifton Springs
Kim Skellie — Phelps-Clifton Springs
Melissa Baxter — Seneca Falls
Jason Roscup — Sodus
Mike DiPerna — South Seneca
Paul Kelly — South Seneca
Jetemy Eaton — Wayne
Matt Prinsen — Wayne
Kerry Whitman — Wayne
Jeanne Durfee — Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES
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SURVEY SENT TO MEMBERS

All members received an email message with the Annual Membership Survey attached.
To date there has been limited response.
Please take a few minutes to tell us about you and your boards topics of interest.
Plans are being made for 2018-19 programs and we would really appreciate your input.
You can go on line to our website www.fourcountysba.org on the top right hand corner click on
Survey. Or you can Email Sue at 4countysba@edutech.org and ask for another copy.

Thank you for your help!

Calendar of Events

July 9, 2018
Tom Nespeca
New Executive Director Starts

July 8, 9, & 10 2018
Rural Schools Annual Conference
Cooperstown, NY

July 13-14, 2018
NYSSBA New Board
Saratoga, NY

7 July 19, 2018
‘\ﬁg 2018 Summer Law Conference
Ly Rochester, NY

August 14, 2018
COLSBA/NYSSBA Meeting
Latham, NY

August 24, 2018 y)
NYSSBA New Board/Fiscal Training ) ”’(\
Niagra Falls, NY '

September 8, 2018
4 Mandatory Governance Training
L~ 4 County Office

October 25, 26, 27, 2018
NYSSBA Convention

‘ Page 3 New York City
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Sharon Sweeney was Honored with the William Deming Recognition Award

The Rural Schools Association of New York annually recognizes an administrator for long and
Meritorious Service to Education.

Retiring Four County Executive Director Sharon Sweeney was the recipient of that honor for the
2017-2018 year. Typically awarded during the Rural Schools Annual Conference in Cooperstown, it
was presented to Sharon by David Little, Executive Director of Rural Schools Association during the
retirement celebration held in her honor on June 15th at the Gould Hotel in Seneca Falls. Sharon was
taken by surprise by the recognition and humbly thanks the awards committee for her selection.

Sharon was presented a
plaque Recognizing 24
years of Service from
NYSSBA.

Presenters were:

Tom Nespeca (Left)
Rodney George (Center)
Barry Entwistle (Right)

Sharon with 8 Four County
Current & Past Presidents

Thank you to every one who attended Sharon's
Retirement Party and made it such a success.

Thank you to C&S Companies for your sponsorship.



